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in the same spirit, she took a layout
course to learn the basics of sheet metal.
Her knowledge has widened over the
vears, and today she serves in a leader-
ship role as  president of the
Metropolitan  Detroit  Chapter of
SMACNA, the Sheet Metal & Air
Conditioning Contractors National
Association.

LAUNCHING THE BUSINESS

After launching their fledgling enter-
prise, Seraphinoff continued to work a
final brief three months at Art Van
before taking the plunge. Their home
was their Hrst office. "We had 2 room
with two desks facing each cther.” she
recalied. She handled accounting and
admirdstration, and Nick was in charge
of engineering and construction;
together, they estimated jobs.

The verv first job was work on z
mechanical contractor's office, said
Nick Seraphineff.  The budding firm
obtained their first sizeable job in the
spring of 1982 for Sinal Hospital. Mary
remembers the exact job number of the
project that gave the firm its first big
break: “Job No, 1040 at Sinal was about
$149 000 with $50,000 in extras.”

Today, the successful firm can list
Comerica Park as Allied's largest job to
date. Allied Ventilation performed the
base sheet metal contract for Comerica
Park, exeruted the contract for the new
Wavne County Juvenile Detention facil-
ity in downtown Detroit, and recently
completed work for GM's world head-
guarters in the Renaissance Center.
Prominent past projects include work
at the Whimey, but the firm's staple
projects are shwest metal installations
throughout the automotive plants of
southeastern Michigan, =~

The Seraphinoifs left thelr "cozy”
home office and opened a shop and
office facility in Troy three vears after
starting the company. For the last
decade, each has enjoved thelr own
spacious office in the firm's Warren
compiex near Groesbeck Highw

STEADY PROGRESS

The Seraphinofis attribute thelr
success and longevity to hard work and
slow, steady growth, "We have grown
Httie bit every vear for sighteen yeoars,”
said Nick. "That's what does most
contractors in - they get greedy and

Xt | with NEW
Lighting in
vour plant

- Brilliant Direct/
indirect Lighting

- 358 - 1000 Watt
HID Fixtures

- Lower Energy Bills
- Increase Lighting

IBEST

LIGHTS, INC.

For move information call:

“The difference is like night and day,  1.800-KIL-A-WAT

our whole facility is illuminated” 1.800-545.2928
Ralph J. Betzler, Operations Manager ( 545-2928)

INCREASE PRODUCTIVITY

Britlian Energy Saving Technology ™

Michigan Box Company (248) 588-4980 * Troy, ML

Erpetion
Servines

SALES * RENTALS
ERECTIONS
Sines 1852

Sharing = Swing Staging
Seaftold Planks « Fall Restrain? Equlpment

i Seaffoiding = Trash Chutes
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they frv to grow too fast. Our average She stretches & rubber band in small
cales volume has grown from probably mchwoim fike motions, stretching
§ b 1

forward, but never
to snap the
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Renaissance Center and Comerica Park.
We are now in the p sition of moving
forward for our next stretch.

. Int the beginning, we had to prove
ble companv, and

rove mys

P 5
businesswomen,” Seraphinoff said, S
views her i&adezsi o in SMACKN:

sign of a tam: m her peers in the

AN INDUSTRY LEADER

Mary Seraphinoff has built & quality
enterprise and has emerged as an
industry eader in SMACNA, using the
same steady application of effort and
patient cultivation of success in both
endesvors. In 1995, ‘Esw phinoff
earned a place on SMACNAs board of
i raaora first se &mg asa boar o omerr-
ber, then as secr i
finally as vice presi f”%nx irz 1998, she
was re-eleciad te Efaer second term on
the %&Gard inifia

?:3

ca anization.
think that my acceptance in this
maie~-dominated field was 2 gradual
evoliution,” said Seraphinoff. "As
feit more comfortable with myv peers,
I began wverbalizing my thoughts,
offering suggestions and voicing my
opinions.”

As  president of EMACNA,
beraphinoff is charged with

its membership with the best .
skills and products available in the
sheel meial ;,ndus"rx;. SMACNA Detroit
15 primarily invoived in labor relations
activities on behalf of its *ﬁt’l’i?ﬁﬁf: with
Sheet Metal Workers Loce! Und

rap?r?ﬁewiﬁw approximately

tractors who employ some

mtiai workers ﬂﬁrsuahwi sontheasters
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After & half decade of bein




tors. Buf the industrv has changed over
the fast twenty vears, “Eighteen vears
go, it was reaE‘ a man's industry,
wuch more so than it Is today” said
aphinoff,  Todav, Connie Bourcier,
Allied Ventilation's shop foreman, is
one of the few women working in that
capacity in the sheet metal ,ndusmi i
am not the reason that Connie holds
this position,” said Seraphinoff. "No,
he is there because she knows what
s to be done and she does it

"I think 3 woman should not Ist her
gender be used either for her or against
her continued Seraphinoff. "I really
think that it's wrong for people to
use gender or race to gain unfair
advantage, just as gender or race
should not be used to discriminate
against them.”
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COMMUNITY SERVICE

She credits her hard work, clear
thinking and a calm, logical approach
as the inner %uaiitiea i admv to success.
She carries this same calm, collected
and action-oriented approach into hey
personal life, turning the tragedy of her
28-vear-old son's sudden &8&”1 inte an
opportunity for community service.
Her son, Michael McCann, died of
Marfan Svndrome, a rare connective
tissue disorder Misdiagnosed in the
emergency room, he died of an aortic
aneurvsm resulting from the condition.

Many iall, thin people with double-
jointedness, long fAngers and crowded
testh unknowingly have the disorder,
which is not dangercus or deadly until
i impacts the heart, thinning the aorta
znd inducing an aorfic aneurvsm.
Seraphinctf raised 530,000 dollars
over the course of three vears for the
National Marferr Foundabtion to
;’Wrease awareness of the syndrome.

There is nothing 1 can do to bring

him back to Life, but mavbe I can do
something o raise awarenses, so thet
athers may be saved,” she sald. "The
weakened aoria <an Dbe %fgi;&ﬁ?
corrected, if properly magmﬁ*@ed

Strong in adversity and pez‘cﬁsier& in
business, Mary :%erapi“‘zmuzf has
launched her life in often uncharted
wafters and steered ioward sucress with
the eye of a calm captain, offering her
services and fg;%fi"‘: to the industry and to

thes cormmunaty. 4

Ronald B. Rich & Associates

We Do Whatever It Takes !

Artornevs Specializing in
Collecrions and Construction Law

8 Coliection of Accounts Receivables
statewide and national

s Pre~ and Post-Judgement Collection

® Construction Lien Services and
Bond Claims Services

@ Construction Contract Review

e Construction Litigation

e Mortgage Foreclosures

® Landiord Tenant Representation

Rownarp B, RicH & ASSOCIATES

31731 NORTHWESTERN HIOHWAY, SUITE J8OW

Farmmioron Hies, M1 48334

PHONE: 248-851-4411
Fax: 248-85i-10954
www. LetUsCollect.com

A-] WATER SERVICE

DUST CONTROL-SOD WATERING

SOIL COMPACTION
WATER TRUCK RENTAL & SALE

STORAGE TANKER RENTAL .}

 '24 HOURS - 7 DAYS A WEEK |
| PH. 734-464-6044 * FAX 734-464-6045 |

LIVONIA, MI ]
4,000/9,000 GALLON TANKERS

WATER HAULING k ‘
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